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C. CANBERRA 6430 (NOTAL) 

D. CANBERRA 6607 (NOTAL) 

1. VERY MUCH REGRET THAT DELAY IN RESPONDING TO REFTEL C 
MAY RESULT IN SPECULATIVE NEWS STORY AS NOTED IN REFTEL D. 
REQUEST EFFORT BE MADE, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE AT THIS LATE 
DATE, TO EMPHASIZE TECHNICAL AND PRE-PLANNED NATURE OF THE 
TRANSPORTING OF THE TERMINAL, WHILE DOWN-PLAYING ANY 
POLITICAL FACTORS AND "CHANGES" IN NORTH WEST CAPE 
OPERATIONS. 

2. THE FOLLOWING ANSWERS RESPOND TO QUERIES IN REFTEL C: 

A. YES. DESTINATION OF TERMINAL HAS BEEN DECLASSI- 
FIED. 

B. THE TERMINAL WAS AIRLIFTED TO DIEGO GARCIA ON 

1 DECEMBER. A PORTION OF THE ANCILLARY EQUIPMENTS COULD 
NOT BE AIRLIFTED DUE TO LIMITED CAPACITY OF AIRCRAFT. THESE 
REMAINING EQUIPMENTS ARE BEING SEALIFTED TO ARRIVE AT DIEGO 
GARCIA ABOUT 7 DECEMBER. 

C. THE DECISION TO PROVIDE SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS 
ACCESS TO DIEGO GARCIA HAS LONG BEEN CONTEMPLATED, AND, 
ALTHOUGH THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION PROMPTED ACCELERATION 
OF IMPLEMENTATION, THE MOVEMENT OF THIS TERMINAL IS IN 
CONSONANCE WITH PREVIOUS PLANNING FOR UTILIZATION OF 
TRANSPORTABLE SATELLITE TERMINALS. 

D. THE SATELLITE TERMINAL WAS MOVED TO ENHANCE OUR 
ABILITIES FOR RAPID COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN DIEGO GARCIA 
AND THE REMAINDER OF THE US DEFENSE COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM. 

E. THE PURPOSE OF THIS, AS ANY OTHER SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT, IS TO PROVIDE HIGH QUALITY 
COMMUNICATIONS LINKS BETWEEN DESIGNATED POINTS-IN THIS 
CASE BETWEEN DIEGO GARCIA AND US MILITARY COMMAND CENTERS 
ELSEWHERE. 

3. WE WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR THE TEXTS OF ANY RELEASES 
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